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Derway Cove Project Continued from page One...

Above, Nick Warner of the WVPD informs onlookers about the project at the new Derway

Cove in the New North End of Burlington.
utive Director of the Winooski Valley
Park District (WVPD).

The new public access site is lo-
cated just off the Burlington Bike Path
in the City’s New North End neighbor-
hood. Easily accessible from Down-
town Burlington and Colchester, the
access area is a premier bird-watching
and fishing location, and features a
gently-sloping boat launching area.

“The Derway Cove project repre-
sents community conservation at its
finest. We are reclaiming and restor-
ing critical riverbank and wetland buf-
fers, protecting sensitive wildlife habi-
tat, and providing a natural classroom
for local school children,” said Lake
Champlain Land Trust Executive Di-
rector, Chris Boget. “We hope that this
public access area offers amodel solu-
tion for restored lands that can absorb
floodwaters and improve the quality of
water flowing into Lake Champlain.”

The project site and the waters off
its shore support severa rare species,
including five rare plant species that
grow aong the property’s river shore-
line and wetland. The mouth of the
Winooski River supports 13 rare ani-
mal species, including Lake Sturgeon,
Pink Heelsplitter (freshwater mussel)
and Mudpuppy (salamander). In the
spring, the Winooski River surges with
several game fish species travelling up-
river from Lake Champlain to spawn,
including the prized Landlocked Atlan-
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tic Salmon and Walleye.

The Derway Cove project also
buffers and expands an intact block of
conserved lands at the heart of this eco-
logically and recreationally significant
landscape. The property is positioned
between Derway Island Natural Area
(WVPD) and Mayes Landing (LCLT
and WVPD) and is directly across the
river from Delta Park (WVPD).

The Winooski Valley Park District
ownsthe property and manages day-to-
day operations. The Lake Champlain
Land Trust (LCLT) and the Vermont
Housing Conservation Board hold a
conservation easement on the property
and assisted with the design and imple-
mentation of an ecologically sensitive
public access and riverbank restoration
plan. The Partners have already plant-
ed over 150 water quality-improving
trees at the site.

Acquisition of the property
was supported by funding from the
WVPD’s Capital Budget, the City of
Burlington’s Conservation Legacy
Fund, the Vermont Housing and Con-
servation Board, and private donors.
Demoalition of the structures was fund-
ed by a FEMA grant, and site planning
and devel opment was supported by the
Lake Champlain and Tributaries Res-
toration Fund of the Vermont Commu-
nity Foundation. https://www.Iclt.org/
conserving-derway-cove/ or

https://wvpd.org/




